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January 28, 2010
This edition of the Ward 3 newsletter has information on the some of the issues raised for on-going and future projects in the City—including the proposed Riverwalk Development, the Strategic Plan, an Edward Rose Property update, Streets of St. Charles update, the 2010 Census, an interesting article about “Going Green.”
Water Savings Ideas

A citizen of Ward 3 sent in these helpful suggestions:

Since the water rates will increase again next year, you may want to use less.

Here are some suggestions for cutting down on your usage.   Some may not be applicable to your personal situation.  Just choose the ones you like and ignore the rest.

1.  REGULATOR--Water is distributed at a high pressure (125-150 PSI) and reduced to a lower pressure where it enters the house.  Some houses do not have regulators.  Set your regulator to a lower pressure and you will use less water from your faucets because the flow will be less. (Your dish washer and clothes washer will still use the same amount, however it will take longer to fill)

2. AUTOMATIC WASHERS--Dish washers usually have two or more short rinse cycles prior to the scrub cycle.  Dial out or turn past the first rinse cycle for most loads.

Use the rinse cycles for really dirty loads.  And don't hand rinse each dish before putting it in  the dish washer, just knock off the large chunks of food and let the dish washer do its work.

3. SHOWERS--Install a "water-saving" shower head.

Take NAVY showers. (Our navy personnel rinse, then turn off the water and soap scrub the body, then rinse again.)  This saves LOTS of water.

4. BRUSHING TEETH--Don't let the water run while you are brushing.

5. FLUSH TOILET--Don't  flush so often, just when necessary, and never during the night. The noise can wake up your partner.

6. EAT OUT MORE--This results in less dishes to wash, less water used.

7.DON'T WASH YOUR CAR--But if you do, just use one bucket of water.

8. COLLECT RAIN WATER--Lately with all the rain we've had, you could save a fortune by installing a rain barrel under your down-spout.

Riverwalk Development

There has been a great deal of press on the council's approval of the Riverfront project presented by Mike Sellenschuetter.  Here is some information that might be helpful in understanding the process. 

First, the City directed that Community Development put out a Request for Proposals (RFP) which was advertised for three weeks, asking for proposals to develop our riverfront.  The RFP included information from the Riverfront Plan, the city's comprehensive plan, and the Strategic Plan.  Mr. Sellenschutter was the only developer that submitted a proposal. The Community Development staff reviewed the plan based on our requests and recommended to the council that we go forward with allowing communication to begin and allowing Mr. Sellenschuetter to begin to secure investors and look for funding sources.  NO MONEY WAS AUTHORIZED for this project.  Each time money is requested it will have to come back to the council or if he requests a TIF, there will be a TIF commission formed and they will ask for proposals, once again.  This is a process which now requires Mr. Sellenschuetter to secure necessary funding and investors for this long term project. The St. Charles County Council passed a similar resolution in 2006 regarding this project and this developer.

Please see the link to view the project.  Riverwalkphoto.pdf
Pearl Ridge Timeline

Anticipated Timeline for remaining work:


Summer 2009:
Coordination with the revised method of work with School Schedule is required.  

Fall 2009:
County approval, Army Corps of Engineers and MDNR permit must be obtained. Anticipate a minimum 3 month period for Nationwide 404 permit.

Spring 2010:
Anticipate 12-18 months necessary for construction.  Utility relocation may be 

necessary, including extension of 3-phase power for proposed pump station.

2010 Census
On April 1, 2010, residents in Ward Three and across America will be participating in the 2010 United States Census. A complete and accurate Census count of St. Charles residents is critical if we are to maintain or improve upon our current level of Federal program funding.  It is estimated that Missouri could lose $1 Million in Federal funds for every 100 residents not counted in the Census.  An incomplete count could also affect Missouri Congressional Representation and future Federal funds allocated to our local government.   We want the City of Saint Charles to be the leading city in Saint Charles County for their percentage of resident representation in the Census. To learn more about the Census and how it effects you please go to http://2010.census.gov/2010census/
The official bag and badge of the census enumerators are pictured below.
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Streets of St. Charles Update, January 25, 2010
Plans are being finalized to resume construction of Streets of St. Charles in the spring of 2010.  The project is located on the site of the former Noah’s Ark restaurant and hotel, which is situated immediately south of I-70 and east of South Fifth Street.  The initial construction will center on grading the site and building the roadways, utilities infrastructure and sidewalks.  When the site has been readied, vertical construction will begin.  Included in the early phase of vertical construction will be a mixed-use building containing 53,000 leasable square feet of retail and restaurant space and 196 luxury apartment units.  Other structures are currently in design.  The project will generate hundreds of construction jobs and, once Phase I of the development opens for business in 2011, many permanent jobs will also be created. For additional information and regular updates on Streets of St. Charles, refer to the project website at www.streetsofstcharles.com 
Edward Rose Properties 
Here are the minutes from a meeting held as a follow-up to the questions and concerns of the homeowners bordering this property. It is important that both parties work cooperatively and this was a good start.
EDWARD ROSE APARTMENTS

PROJECT REVIEW MEETING

SEPTEMBER 24, 2009

A meeting was held on September 24, 2009 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in conference room 
A on the fourth floor of St. Charles City Hall, 200 North Second Street, the purpose of which was to review the development plan and agreement submitted by Edward Rose Properties, Inc. for the construction of an apartment complex at the junction of South River Road, Friedens Road and Arena Parkway.  The rezoning, development plan and development agreement for this project were approved by the City Council on August 18, 2009.  In attendance at the meeting were the following:

St. Charles City Council Member Laurie Feldman (Ward 3)

Meghan Pauly, St. Charles Assistant City Attorney

Debra Aylsworth, Director of Public Works

Bruce Evans, Director of Community Development

Eric Allmon, Senior Project Manager, Department of Public Works

Matthew Seeds, St. Charles Community Relations Liaison

Laurie Corley, Land Acquisition Manager, Edward Rose Properties

Keith W. Hazelwood, Attorney for Edward Rose Properties

Kirsten Harrison, President, Hidden Oaks Homeowners Association

Bob Barton, Resident, Hidden Oaks Subdivision

The meeting was called to order by Councilwoman Feldman, who thanked all those present for attending.  Ms. Feldman stated that she asked the residents of Hidden Oaks to work with the Public Works Department to define and clarify their concerns regarding the future development of the apartments and the impact the development will have on their subdivision.  She also asked Edward Rose to review those concerns and inform the residents how they will be addressed when construction of the apartments begins next year.  Eric Allmon met with the residents and helped them compile a list of their concerns.  Kirsten Harrison distributed a letter listing the residents’ questions and concerns and her letter served as an agenda for the remainder of the meeting.

Following are the points listed in Ms. Harrison’s letter and a summary of the discussion on each point.

1. The top of the berm built by Foresight Development Group, Inc. is not consistently located at the southern edge of the 20 ft. dedication strip.  How will the fence be located relative to the location of the top of the berm?

Councilwoman Feldman stated that Edward Rose was not aware that the berm meanders through the dedication strip.  All parties agree that the berm does not follow a straight line.  This makes it impossible to construct the fence on top of the berm as it exists today.  Ms. Feldman noted that purpose of the berm and fence is to provide a visual barrier between Hidden Oaks and the apartments.  The fence needs to be aesthetically pleasing, and it needs to be on the Edward Rose side of the property line so that they can maintain both sides of it.  Furthermore, there are drainage and runoff issues related to the berm that need to be addressed.  The only way to achieve these purposes is for the berm to be reconstructed.  Mr. Barton stated that it is important for the residents who adjoin the berm to know what Edward Rose is going to do to it, so that they can make their landscaping plans accordingly.  Eric Allmon noted that Edward Rose will have to submit grading plans to the city for review and approval, and the grading plans will detail exactly what will happen to the berm.  After further discussion, it was the consensus that the berm must be re-graded and rebuilt in a straight line within the dedication strip.  Laurie Corley stated that Edward Rose will rebuild the berm.  The reconstruction of the berm will be part of the improvement plans, and the Public Works Department will require erosion control as part of the reconstruction.  It was noted that the berm cannot be taller than six (6) feet in order to locate it within the 20 ft. wide dedication strip.  

1. The fence has been a longstanding point of contention between Foresight Development Group, Inc. and the residents of Hidden Oaks Subdivision.  The residents have no control over the timeline and schedule of the project and have had to look at a piece of property that has been under some form of construction for much longer than was originally anticipated.

Laurie Corley stated that she cannot commit to a specific date for the construction of the fence.  The site must be graded before the fence is installed, and Edward Rose does not yet know when grading will begin.  Ms. Corley stated that the Crider tract will be phase one of the project.  Grading will occur first, then infrastructure will be installed.  Buildings 1 through 8 and the clubhouse will be constructed in phase one.  After the buildings are up, landscaping and underground irrigation will be installed.  When phase one is complete, the company will move on to phase two, which will occur on the property acquired from Foresight Development.  Ms. Corley assured the residents that the fence will be constructed before construction of any buildings begins.  Ms. Corley stated that an approximate timeline for phase one of the project is as follows:

March 2010: Grading begins.  Grading and infrastructure will take approximately six (6) months.

Fall 2010: Vertical (structural) construction begins.

Spring 2011: Leasing begins.

Buildings will not be constructed in phase two of the project (the Foresight piece) until sometime in 2013.  Phase two will have the greatest impact on Hidden Oaks, since the subdivision adjoins that portion of the project.  The fence for phase two cannot be constructed until the grading is complete and the land has stabilized and the infrastructure has been installed.  Edward Rose expects to install all infrastructure at one time.  Ms. Corley repeated that the fence will be installed before any vertical construction begins.  Residents will see the fence before they see any buildings.  

Councilman Feldman noted that Edward Rose inherited many hard feelings toward Foresight Development when they took on this project.  Residents have struggled with Foresight for years to get them to live up to commitments they made to the city and to residents when Talbridge was approved.  Ms. Feldman stated she hopes the residents have a much different experience with Edward Rose.

2. The resident at 899 Chestnut Oak Drive would like for the fence to go to the end of their property line and not stop at the intersection of the three properties.

The approved development plan calls for Edward Rose to construct the fence to the end of their property, which stops at the middle of the rear lot line of the property at 899 Chestnut Oak (lot no. 67).  Edward Rose does not have the legal right to continue the fence past that point, since they do not own the property.  To continue the fence to the corner of lot 67 will require the agreement of Foresight Development.  Laurie Corley stated that Edward Rose is wiling to extend the fence as requested by the lot owner, but an agreement will have to be reached between Edward Rose and Foresight.  Ms. Corley does not know if such an agreement can be reached and therefore cannot commit to the extension of the fence at this time.

3. The area of the dedication strip should be graded and finished consistent with an established residential subdivision.

Hidden Oaks residents are concerned about the stumps of several trees that were cut down by Foresight.  The stumps were never removed.  They are located within and north of the dedication strip.  They are also concerned about severe erosion problems in this area.  Laurie Corley stated that she cannot address this issue today, but Edward Rose is willing to look at the problem and consider possible solutions.  It was agreed that Eric Allmon will survey the area and identify specific areas of concern.  Eric will determine which lots are impacted by erosion and tree removal problems, and he will photograph the existing conditions.  Laurie Corley again stated that Edward Rose is willing to look at this, but she is not able to commit to a specific course of action today.  Edward Rose may be able to address these issues in the grading plans or in the reconstruction of the berm.  She is just not sure at this point exactly how the company will address this matter.  It was agreed that Eric will send the Edward Rose engineers his inspection report and photos.  The company will be better able to respond after receiving Eric’s report.  Ms. Corley assured the residents that these concerns will be addressed.  Councilwoman Feldman stated that this issue would be a good subject for a future meeting to keep all parties apprised of how the matter will be handled.

Ms. Harrison noted that the residents would like assurances that Edward Rose will re-sod all disturbed areas from the top of the berm to the existing property lines, as well as areas that were disturbed in the removal of the trees.  Both Eric Allmon and Laurie Corley responded that this will be required by the city as part of the grading and improvement plans that must be submitted to and approved by the city.  Re-grading and erosion protection will be required by Public Works at the bottom of the swale as part of the review of the improvement plans.  Eric noted that finished grades may not exceed a 3:1 slope.  

The matter of the new flood maps and how they impact this project was discussed.  The preliminary revised flood maps for St. Charles show the entrance to the apartment complex on South River Road will be in the floodplain.  The city will work with the county on making improvements at the intersection of South River Road, Friedens Road and Arena Parkway.  Those improvements will address the floodplain issue.  It was also noted that the city and county have identified several problems with the new maps, and they are now preparing an appeal to FEMA.  The adoption of the new maps may be delayed as a result of the appeal filed by the city and county.

Councilwoman Feldman noted that as part of any improvements to the intersection, she wants street lights installed along both South River Road and Friedens Road.  This is already a busy stretch of road, and traffic volumes will increase when the apartments are built.  Ms. Feldman wants to make sure the South River/Friedens corner is well lit.

Councilwoman Feldman again thanked everyone in attendance for their participation.  She asked all parties to keep the lines of communication open as this project goes forward.  

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:15.      

Going Green in St. Charles - What does this mean?

You may hear the phrase “Going Green” or “Sustainability.” The City of Saint Charles is at the forefront in adopting a code for future sustainability development in our Community.  The following notes, from City Engineer Kevin Corwin, may help in understanding the efforts for making our City sustainable in the near future.
In 2007, the City of Saint Charles contacted Enterprise Communities (www.greencommunitiesonline.org) to move public and private organizations toward a common goal of bringing sustainable development practices to St. Charles County.  As a result, the City has become the first community in the area to volunteer for adopting an exemplar of a “green” or sustainable code through Partners for Progress (PfP).  PfP is, a public policy civic group in Saint Charles County now consisting of the Economic Development Center (EDC), local municipalities and area development and home-building companies.  

In combination with the efforts at PfP, key sustainable initiatives are called for by the City of St. Charles, Missouri, Strategic Plan.  Spending more than a year in development, the group of citizens and government officials who drafted the Strategic Plan foresaw sustainability as a critical part of the City’s future.  The strategies of both the City and the region now coalesce in the development of a sustainable city code in the City of St. Charles.

Over this past year, Councilmember Laurie Feldman, City staff, and PfP members developed the goals, scope, and recently, a complete draft of a sustainable city code that can be used as a model in other communities.  The Mayor of Saint Charles recently received an award from PfP for the City’s participation in the sustainable code development.  On October 20, 2009, this draft code was presented to the City Council along with new State mandated storm water quality requirements.  The purpose of the sustainable code is to encourage the use of sustainable technology and building practices by providing incentives to the development community.  This is accomplished through a scoring system that awards points for a variety of practices within the following areas:

1. Site Development 

2. Waste Management 

3. Energy Efficiency 

4. Water Efficiency 

5. Material Efficient Framing & Structure 

6. Sustainable Products 

7. Indoor Air Quality 

The total of all the points accumulated allow a project to achieve one of three graduated tiers that determine the extent of the incentives to be claimed.  These incentives come in three general categories:

· Site Efficiencies – Gaining more developable site

· Expedited Permit Process – Time reductions in the permit process

· Monetary Relief/Fee Reductions – Savings on permitting and development fees

The key to this system is providing developers and builders incentives for the use of sustainable practices without mandating costly requirements into their projects.  It is an optional plan with enough incentives to entice developers and companies to make environmentally responsible choices without destroying their bottom-line.  Through flexibility and creativity on the part of both the City and the development community, codes and building practices of today are making a difference in the City’s tomorrow.  
Positive News on the Economic Development Front for the City

Yes, the City of St. Charles continues to enjoy positive economic development news in spite of the economy!  

 
*During the month of October, 15 new business licenses were issued in the City of St. Charles.  Some were in New Town, in Frenchtown, on First Capitol and on Main Street.  All are retail or service industries.  Two antique shops opened on North Main:  Carol's Antiques and Nana Jane's Antiques, both family operated businesses and a clothing boutique, Seve's.  Also, the Grand Opera House Banquets is opening where the Sky Lounge was formerly located.  These are all positive additions to the mix of business on North Main.

 

*Wal-Mart in Regency Plaza is expanding into a Wal-Mart Superstore.  Plans have been submitted to Community Development and will soon be going forward.  The store will expand to the east toward Sam's Club and will likely be over 180,000 square feet. Fears that Wal-Mart will close at that location should be subside and we will have an even larger array of shopping opportunities.

 

*Texas Roadhouse will build a restaurant on a 1.986 acre parcel at Mark Twain Mall next to the Best Western at 1300 Bass Pro Drive. Texas Roadhouse is a successful nationwide chain that will construct a 7,000 square foot brick and cedar restaurant.  This size restaurant usually hires nearly 100 employees. 

 

Fewer large projects are coming in this downturn; however, the City is working with two large manufacturing projects that we anticipate a decision before the end of the year.  Each of these projects is considering operations in Fountain Lakes Commerce Center.  Our staff stays in contact with DESCO the developer of Lindenwood Town Center and continue to market the site to retailers.  

 

Nadine Boon and John Knoll recently participated in the International Council of Shopping Centers (ICSC) in Chicago.  As a part of the booth of the County EDC, several meetings were held with developers and retailer stores.  

 

…….. Thanks so much for taking the time to read this newsletter and stay informed about all the exciting things happening in Ward 3.  I hope you won’t hesitate to call or drop me a line if you have topic suggestions for the future.  As always, I look forward to hearing from you.  
Laurie
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