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Mayor

message from the

Eight months in and my hair’s on fire. I came into the Mayor’s job (thanks to a lot of you) with a vision for
new and aggressive economic growth, a pledge to “inspect what is expected”, to introduce accountability
into the processes and be as transparent and as open to you as possible. If you go on the city website you’ll
notice the “Hey Mayor Dan” block. Click on that and it comes straight to me.
I will respond to your questions, mostly by referring them to the appropriate staffer who then responds
back to me and then me to you. If follow up is needed...repeat the process. One thing that has surprised
me a little are the “demands”.. that I do this or that, mostly about things over which I have no control.
Most of these involve situations that the “demanders” don’t have a full understanding of or don’t really care
to have one. Some I’ve learned are “career complainers” others just don’t understand what’s involved. I’m
doing my best to provide every citizen with proper attention, a full explanation and resolution.
New aggressive development is underway in St. Charles. Since becoming Mayor we have approved
a major Boeing expansion, a new Patriot Machine complex off Little Hills, and completion of
several new industrial warehouses in Fountain Lakes creating high paying jobs here in St.
Charles. In addition we have seen solid growth in residential development adding 338 single
family homes in 2019, more than Wentzville and second in the County to O’Fallon’s 342 which
encompasses a much larger land area than St. Charles. St. Charles is a great place to live, and
developers continue to be bullish on our growth, this month TR Hughes has proposed a new
400 home Charlestowne development off Highway B. This spring we will welcome Climb So
Ill to the ACF property and Schlafly to Main Street, St. Charles is on fire and we are pushing
forward with an aggressive strategy to recruit businesses and attractions to our City. Recently
I visited with the Lieutenant Governor Mike Kehoe whom said, “He has seen no other plan
as exciting and transformative as the one St. Charles is working on, and said that the impact
of this work will not be limited to the City, metro region or State but will be significant to the
entire Midwest.” Recently Governor Mike Parson awarded $5 million to our efforts, through his
statewide economic development cost share program and Senator Eigel secured $1M in the State
Senate for this effort. I have met in DC with our State Senators and Congressman, whom all
support our plan and are working to secure federal resources. It is clear to everyone we
have visited with on this effort that we are poised to deliver spectacular results,
and that 2020 will be a year of aggressive growth, more to come on this.
I believe my two biggest challenges are to get people to stop
looking at 2020 through 1955 glasses and to quicken and
streamline the way we do things.
36% of our residences are rental and our city population
is approaching 50 plus. We must grow and prosper or
suffer the consequences. I believe the path to our future is going to be the result of increased sales tax monies that comes as a result of attracting new, exciting,
viable and prosperous businesses. That helps us grow,

provide you with even better services and keep
your taxes down. Please continue your support
and enjoy a fun and exciting new St. Charles.

Dan Borgmeyer
Mayor Dan Borgmeyer
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Remembering John Hanneke
Dedication to the City of Saint
Charles and a love for the community – that sums up what John Hanneke brought to the City of Saint
Charles and Ward 5 for many years.
The City sadly lost this wonderful
servant on October 27, 2019.

As immersed as Mr. Hanneke was
in public service, his chief devotion
was to his family. He was married
to wife JoAnn on September 10,
1960, and was father to a daughter
and three sons, along with being
the grandfather of eight.

“I always looked forward
to seeing him in the office,
grabbing a cup of coffee,
ready to talk to me, and the
other staff, about what we
had going on for the week,
and how he could help.”
Mr. Hanneke was elected twice
to represent the Fifth Ward, first,
in 2014 for a three-year term and
again in 2017 for a second threeyear term. He also served as a past
City Council President, from 2017
to 2019. Prior to service on the City
Council, Mr. Hanneke was appointed to serve on the Landmarks
Board from 2001 through 2014. He
also held various other elected and
volunteer positions on local and
state boards over the last 40 years
or more, including sitting on the
board of Crime Stoppers.
“John loved Saint Charles. He loved
the residents, the City staff, and
everything about being involved,”
said Larry Dobrosky, director of administration for the City. “I always
looked forward to seeing him in
the office, grabbing a cup of coffee,
ready to talk to me, and the other
staff, about what we had going on
for the week, and how he could
help. He was a thoughtful listener
and could over great insight into
what we were working on for Saint
Charles. He will be greatly missed.”
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THE SAME TIME PRESERVING
THE CITY’S PAST;”
In recognition of Mr. Hanneke’s
contributions, the City proclaimed
the week of December third
through December tenth, 2019, to
be John C. Hanneke, Sr. Memorial
Week in the City of Saint Charles,
Missouri.
“John really cared about the City of
Saint Charles as he worked to make
improvements that made life better
for the citizens. He was always
working with Council and Administration to bring improvements
that benefited everyone. His leadership will be missed by all who knew
him,“ said fellow Councilmember
Ward 6 Jerry Reese

Mr. Hanneke attended St. Louis
University High School and graduated college from St. Louis University. He was employed as an Information Technology Manager for
Boeing/McDonnell Douglas for 51
years until retirement in 2011.
A proclamation presented at recent City Council meeting noted
that Mr. Hanneke “…ACTED AS
A BUFFER BETWEEN CITY
GOVERNMENT AND THE
PEOPLE TO COMMUNICATE
THE NEEDS OF THE RESIDENTS
AND TO HELP CONVEY THE
VISION CITY GOVERNMENT
HAS FOR THE GROWTH AND
WELL BEING OF THE CITY OF
SAINT CHARLES IN THE PRESENT AND FUTURE WHILE AT

Thank you, Mr. Hanneke, for your
service to our great City. Your legacy will live on throughout the City
for many years to come.
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Two Plumbers Brewery+Arcade | #stcbiz
When longtime friends Rob and
John lost their jobs, they utilized
their passions to create an opportunity. Two Plumbers Brewery +
Arcade was born.
Their space at 2236 1st Capitol
Drive features over 40 arcade
games, a dozen pinball machines,
and 10 beer taps, as well as board
games, other drinks, and Dan
O’s Pizza. You’re also welcome
to bring your own food, or have
something delivered.
“One of the best things about this
business is that it’s very communal,” said Rob Schowengerdt,
co-owner and game tech. “Playing online is not quite the same
as playing in the same room as
other people. A lot of people
have made friends here.”

“whatever sounds good,
strange, weird, fantastic I have the capability of
making it.”
“Not only as a profession now
do I get to make the beer that I
want, I get to share it with a customer base,” co-owner and head
brewer John Simon said. “And if
they have any helpful suggestions
or have any questions, they can
talk directly to me. I’m here.”
Going to Two Plumbers feels a
bit like traveling back in time to
the glory days of the video arcade, featuring games like Asteroids, Pac-Man, Pong, and plenty
of others. Rob pointed out that
part of his day-to-day “includes
5

deciding what new games we
should put out, listening to people and what they are looking for.
I tell people I’m living proof
you don’t have to be good
at video games to enjoy them.”
There’s a few brews you can
always expect to find on tap,
such as Pauline, a blonde ale, and
Braunem Mantel, an American
brown. Besides the staples, the
taps are consistently rotating different beers that often coincide
with the season. John remarked
that “whatever sounds good,
strange, weird, fantastic - I have
the capability of making it.”
They also host a variety of unique
events, like Drink & Draw,
Pinball League, Board Games
and Brews, and Family Fun Day,
when the usual “21 and over” age
restriction is lifted for younger
gamers. Rob was surprised that
kids enjoyed playing the older
games. He noted that it’s “really
cool seeing the next generation
coming up” and playing the
games he loves.
Stop by and experience the fun
for yourself. Get more info at
www.twoplumbers.com.
Check out our full interview and
tour of Two Plumbers Brewery+Arcade plus other great St.
Charles businesses by visiting
youtube.com/discoverstcharles
and click on the #stcbiz playlist!

Youth in Need - 2020 HRC Award Recipient
Community volunteers opened Youth
In Need’s Emergency Shelter in 1974
when the area’s homeless and runaway
youth were being housed in the St.
Charles County jail. Forty-six years
later, Youth In Need still provides
its flagship program. Since then, the
agency has grown to provide a variety of prevention and intervention
services to more than 8,000 children,
youth and families each year. Services include infant, child and family
development, Head Start and Early
Head Start, emergency youth shelter,
transitional youth housing, homeless
street outreach, Safe Place, youth and
family counseling, school-based counseling, foster care case management
and positive youth development.
Youth In Need employs nearly 400
full- and part-time staff at nearly
100 locations that span the agency’s

100-mile service area, including St.
Louis City and St. Louis, St. Charles,
Lincoln, Warren and Montgomery
Counties in Missouri. Recognized
for its reputation of excellence, Youth
In Need is accredited by the Council
on Accreditation, is a recipient of the
United Way of Greater St. Louis’ highest possible quality ranking, meets the
Better Business Bureau’s 20 standards
for Charity Accountability and is a
recipient of the BBB’s 2018 TORCH
Award, and has been voted a St. Louis
Post-Dispatch Top Workplace for six
consecutive years.
Youth in Need was voted as the 2020
Recipient of the Human Relations
Commission Award. Learn more
about the work they do and how you
can get involved at youthinneed.org
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The Art & Science of Plowing Snow
It’s the middle of winter on a Tuesday
morning and the local news is reporting
that a winter storm is coming this weekend. At this point it’s too early to pinpoint
how much we are going to get but it’s
going to be “big”. Meanwhile, at the Public
Works Department, they are starting to
prepare, but what do they prepare for? The
storm could be anything, a dusting, 12
inches or freezing rain. What are the temperatures going to be? Will it rain before
the snow? How long will it last? All of this
needs to be considered when planning for
snow storms.
Winter operations is a critical part of any
Public Works Department. Snow plowing is easily the most visible activity that
they do. Every resident knows how they
are doing during and after a storm by just
looking out their window. Public Work’s
goal is to provide passable streets during
a storm and have the roads clear 24 hours
after the storm is over. But every snow
event has its own personality and can vary
greatly, which affects the effectiveness of
the operations.
Fast forward to Thursday afternoon. The
forecast is becoming a little more certain,
most weather forecasters are saying that
the storm should bring 4-8 inches of snow,
but if the pattern was to shift 40 miles to
the north or south, it could all change. At
Public Works, they are assembling all of
the plow trucks and getting everything
ready. They are fairly certain that it isn’t
going to rain before the snow, so we start
pretreating the roads with liquid salt brine.
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Salt brine is a mix of water and salt and
is more effective and economical than
pretreating with rock salt. While liquid
salt brine will melt some of the snow as
it begins to fall, the main purpose of pretreatment is to prevent the bond between
the snow and pavement. By preventing
this bond, it will make it easier to plow.
It’s now Saturday evening and the snow is
starting to fall. It starts as light snow, but
by late evening it is really coming down.
All the roads quickly become covered.
Luckily, Saturday night traffic is light, but if
it was a Monday morning commute, traffic
would be much heavier. The timing of the
storm plays a major role in the effectiveness of snow plow operations. Traffic
volumes, temperatures and sunshine all
vary between nighttime and daytime. If
the storm comes in at night, it’s typically
colder and doesn’t allow the salt to be as
effective.
On Sunday afternoon, the snow is coming
to an end. It’s been 20 hours of snow with
an accumulation of 8-10”. Most of the major roads in the city are still covered with
snow and the residential roads are even
worse. You might ask, why are the roads
not clear yet?
During operations, plows are directed
to plow the major routes first, these are
called Collector or Arterial roads. As these
become clear, they make their way to the
residential roads. The timing of this can
vary between storms, but the main factor
is what type of storm it is. If the storm

is a “quick hitter”, it comes in and snows
1-2” per hour for 3-4 hours. This could
deposit 6-8” of total snow. If this is the
case, then plows can easily keep the major
roads passable during the storm, and once
it is done snowing, it takes fewer passes to
remove the snow and this allows the plows
to proceed to the secondary routes sooner.
If the storm is a long drawn out affair, once
progression is made on a road and proceed
to the secondary roads. But then another
wave of snow comes and they basically
have to start over again.
It’s now Monday evening, all roads are in
pretty good shape. Public Works employees have now been working 12 hour rotating shifts going on 3 days. The trucks haven’t shutdown and they have used about
700 tons of salt, costing about $50,000.
This scenario details just some of the decisions that go into fighting a snow storm,
but it can’t be overstated that each storm is
different and brings many challenges, but
what doesn’t change is the dedication of
over 60 Public Works employees that plow
12 hours shifts in conditions that nobody wants to be out in. They leave their
families, sometimes during holidays like
Christmas or New Years, so the rest of us
can safely get to where we need to go.
Residents can call the Snow Hotline at
636-255-6153 for a recorded message
regarding current snow and ice operations.
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St. Charles Counts!
Looking for an easy way to help out
your City? 2020 marks the year
of the next U.S. Census. You may
have already seen some information on it, but the process really
begins over the next few months.
Answering the census is an easy
and quick way for you to help us
ensure that we get an accurate
count for the City of Saint Charles.
You might wonder why this really matters? The information that
the 2020 Census collects will help
determine how more than $675
billion worth of federal funding
is distributed to states and
communities each year.
The census is also important in
many other ways, including: decision making at all levels of government; drawing federal, state
and local legislative districts; and
attracting new businesses to state
and local areas. The census provides
critical data that lawmakers, business owners, teachers, and many
others use to provide daily services,
products, and support for you

and your community. Every year,
billions of dollars in federal funding
go to hospitals, fire departments,
schools, roads, and other resources
based on census data. So, by having an accurate count for the City
of Saint Charles will help ensure
that we get our fair share of federal
funds returned to our community.
This year, there are three ways to
respond to the 2020 Census. By
April 1, 2020, every home will
receive an invitation to participate in the 2020 Census.
Ways to Respond:
• Online
• By phone
• By mail
The 2020 Census marks the first
time you’ll have the option to
respond online. You can even respond on your mobile device.
Who Counts as Part of Your
Home?
If you are filling out the census
for your home, you should count
everyone who is living there as of

April 1, 2020. This includes anyone
who is living and sleeping there
most of the time. If someone is
staying in your home on April 1,
and has no usual home elsewhere,
you should count them in your
response to the 2020 Census.
Counting Young Children
It is important to remember to
count any children who are living
with you. This includes:
• All children who live in your
home, including foster children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews,
and the children of friends (even if
they are living with you temporarily).
• Children who split their time between homes, if they are living with
you on April 1, 2020.
• Newborn babies, even those who
are born on April 1, 2020, or who
are still in the hospital on this date.
Learn more at 2020census.gov.

Mapping His Future
With the City
Late last year, one of our City employees was recognized by Representative Tom Hannegan with a
Missouri House of Representatives
Resolution in recognition of his
outstanding work. Chuck Lovelace is an experienced Geographic
Information Systems professional
(GISP) with the Department of
Community Development Planning
Division where he serves as GIS
Coordinator. Chuck has a demonstrated history of working in local
Government and Geoinformatics.
You may be wondering…what is
GIS? And how does the City of
Saint Charles utilize it?

• Review of environmental impacts
and regulatory compliance
• Preservation and research of historic districts and sites.
• Transportation Planning
• Aerial and topographic mapping
using orthoimagery.
• Zoning and Land Use
• Disaster Management and mitigation including flood damage
estimation
• Data collection which includes
mapping of utilities and other assets
• Assists 911 centers to dispatch
first responders
• Crime Mapping including
accident and hot spot analysis

Some of the common applications
for GIS in local government include:

In addition to his GIS function with
the City, Chuck is Staff Liaison for
the City Human Relations Commission (HRC). During his time
with the HRC, the commission has
received the Local Human Rights
Commission of the Year award
presented by the Missouri Department of Labor. In his spare time,
Chuck participates in the GeoMentor program at local schools
teaching students about Mapping
and Geography as part of the STEM
program. Chuck also volunteers
with Food Outreach Inc., which is
the only St. Louis area organization whose mission is to provide
nutritional support and enhance
the quality of life of men, women
and children living with cancer and
HIV/AIDS.

• Assists with analysis of plans for
developments (Current and Future)
• Creation of case maps for various
Boards and Commissions

Chuck’s recognition was also featured in the “Beyond the Best” issue
of Streetscape Magazine. Congratulations, Chuck!

Geographic Information Systems
or (GIS) is a technology used in
City Planning, Engineering and the
Public Safety sectors that employs
data-driven methods to address a
wide array of issues that have longterm implications for communities
like the City of Saint Charles.
Mapping is the central function
of the City of Saint Charles’ GIS
system and can provide a visual
interpretation of data. GIS applications store data in databases, which
can then be represented visually in
a digital or paper mapped format.
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Dirty Fingernails IV
In an age of advancing technology and high speed solutions,
printmaking persists as an art-form that showcases skill and
patience. Dirty Fingernails IV at the Foundry Art Centre
celebrates pure printmaking in all its various forms.
“I really like the hands-on aspect of printmaking,” said
Melissa Whitwam, Executive Director of the Foundry Art
Centre. “That term, Dirty Fingernails, celebrates how
greasy and inky printmaker’s fingers can get.”
The exhibition kicks off with a free opening reception on
January 31st at 5:30 PM, and runs through March 13th.
This is the fourth installment of Dirty Fingernails, and
the first since 2012. Melissa noted that it’s exciting because
“you can see not just how the techniques and processes
change over time, but how the attitudes and the themes
of the artists change over time.”
“What’s unique about printmaking is that it allows for series, it allows for duplication,” added Melissa. “You can do
a very specific mono-print, or you can do a series of 250
lithographs.”
For Melissa, she’s especially fascinated with prints that are
created with woodcuts. “There’s something about the texture of the wood and the carving that I really appreciate.
I enjoy seeing the physical marks made from the materials.”

“That term, Dirty Fingernails,
celebrates how greasy and inky
printmaker’s fingers can get.”
Accomplished printmaker Paul Breuer was selected as the
juror for Dirty Fingernails IV. His work has been featured
in New York, Turkey, and his native St. Louis. “He’s just an
excellent artist that we thought would be keen at choosing
these pieces,” said Melissa.
The Foundry Art Centre’s mission is to connect people
with the arts through exhibitions, studio artists, performances, and education. Learn more about them and the
Dirty Fingernails IV exhibition at
www.foundryartcentre.org.
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Building A Feral
Cat Shelter
If you’re looking for ways to help community cats this winter, consider building a winter
shelter. These shelters provide much needed relief from harsh winter weather. With a few
inexpensive materials, you can give these cats a comfy place to spend those cold nights.

1

What You’ll Need

Plastic/Rubber Tub

or

2

How to Build
While you can construct your shelter from a variety
of materials, appropriate sized styrofoam coolers, and
rubber containers are some of the least expensive.

1. Cut a hole in the long end about
5-6 inces in diameter.

Styrofoam Cooler

For Rubber/Plastic Containers

Loose Straw

Box Cutter or Hand Saw

Trash Bags
for styrofoam shelters

3

Once hole is cut, fill with straw and make sure lid fits
tightly, lids may be taped closed. Use tape to cover
cut edges. For additional insulation, a second smaller
rubber container or smaller foam cooler my be placed
inside. Cut matching holes in each container and set
one inside the other. Fill the gaps between the containers with insulation materials (straw, styrofoam).
Cover the gap between the entry holes with tape.

For Styrofoam Coolers

Once hole is cut, pack full of straw, tape lid closed
and use tape to cover cut edges, then wrap the cooler
(like a present). You will need to cut the trash bag to
expose the shelter opening. Tape the cut trash bag
ends to the inside of the shelter opening.

Duct Tape

Where to Put Your Shelter

Shelters should be placed under, or against something
like a building, fence, tree, deck, or bush. They should
NOT be out in the open, like the middle of the yard.
Ideally they should be out of the wind, but exposed
to the sun. In some situations you may want to
weight down your shelter.

4

Have Questions?
For more information on building a feral shelter, or
TNRing (trap, neuter, vaccinate, release) please contact
the City of Saint Charles Animal Control Services:

St. Charles Animal Control Services
2835 West Randolph Street
636-949-3395
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From the Council
on various projects funded by your tax
dollars.

Mary Ann Ohms
Ward 1
With each year comes new opportunities
to better our City. It is also a time to assess
where we are as a community. A new year
is a good time to review how effective the
City has been in providing services to its
citizens and in promoting an environment
for building relationships with one another, both of which are essential for a strong
community. I encourage our citizens to
visit the City’s website and sign up for the
weekly electronic news (at https://www.
stcharlescitymo.gov/470/City-Newsletters). The newsletter is a great tool to
keep abreast of events “happening in our
backyard” in the City and to keep updated

Vince Ratchford
Ward 3
The Convention Center Blvd. Extension
is slated to open this March and will help
with traffic flow. The extension connects
two former dead-end sections of road,
providing easy access to I-70 and reducing
congestion near 1-70, South Fifth, & South
River Road. The project scope includes
a new two-lane road with turn lanes, a
shared use path, and a new bridge over
Crystal Springs Creek. You may have already noticed the new trees in the median
along Fairgrounds. This will provide a
clean look that requires less maintenance
than the previous grassy area that was
prone to weeds.
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The City’s sponsorship of the block parties
during the St. Charles Night Out each
September is just one of those events.
These parties present opportunity for our
residents to get to know their neighbors,
invest in these relationships, visit with
police officers and fire personnel, and
build a strong and vibrant neighborhood
community as a result. The City also
encourages betterment of our neighborhoods, and opportunity, through the
Façade Grant Program which is managed
by the Community Development Department. This program provides matching
funds to improve single-family homes and
commercial buildings. In previous years,
the program was limited to the historic
districts.

structed prior to 1975 throughout the rest
of the City. And, after 5 years of continued
occupancy by the homeowner, the grant
is forgiven – it does not need to be paid
back. With regard to commercial properties, the program is only available in the
historic commercial districts of Frenchtown and downtown Main Street.
This year, the program has been expanded to include a Fire Suppression Grant
Program. The Building Code sometimes
requires the installation of a sprinkler
system when a commercial building is
renovated for a new use, such as for a
restaurant; and this program will help
make these renovations more economically feasible. The goal is to encourage preservation and reuse of the historic commercial structures at the core of our City, and
continued vitality along our riverfront.

Beginning in 2020, the program is expanded City-wide. With regard to residential properties, the program provides up
to $5,000 in matching funds for exterior
repairs on homes constructed prior to
1945 in the historic districts, and con-

To learn more about these programs, and
the other programs and services offered
to our residents, contact your council
representative and/or the Community
Development Department. We are here to
serve you.

Funding for this project was sought in
2016, design work began in 2017, and
construction began in 2019. City Staff
and project planners held multiple open
houses with interested residents and
sought feedback on the various design
options. Based on that feedback, one goal
during the planning and design of this
project was to preserve as many trees as
possible in the work area.

stewardship of the funds collected, and
the Board distributes the funds as they see
appropriate. County Road funds covered
approximately 70% of the cost of this
project. Without these funds, city dollars
would not be able to complete nearly as
many improvement and construction
projects.

As the project wraps up, we can expect
to see over two dozen more trees planted
near the newly constructed bridge. After
the road is open to traffic, crews will still
be hard at work on grading, laying sod,
and seeding along the new roadway.
The County Road Board, which allocates
your ½ cent transportation tax, approved
the final alignment for this project in May
of 2017. This transportation tax is a vital
funding tool and great example of partnership between the city and the county.
City Staff, along with other municipalities, provides the Road Board with
recommended projects that would benefit
county residents and demonstrate proper

Engineering Staff works diligently to make
sure that our funds are used in a way
that best serves our residents. The Staff ’s
latest report shows that our application
for funds to improve South Fifth from
Fairgrounds to San Juan Drive. Design
for this project is expected to begin in late
2020, with construction set to begin when
federal funding becomes available in 2023.
vitality along our riverfront.
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The City of Saint Charles, Missouri
200 North Second Street,
Saint Charles, Missouri 63301

What’s Happening?
February 2020

March 2020

9 Winter Jam 2020 @ The Family Arena
15 The Isley Brothers @ Lindenwood University
21 Spayghetti Dinner & Silent Auction @ The Foundry Art
Centre, benefiting Five Acres Animal Shelter
21-23 Working Women’s Survival Show @ St. Charles
Convention Center
28 Run Around Open Play @ Memorial Hall in Blanchette
Park
29 Ring of Honor Wresting @ The Family Arena

7 Moolah Shrine Parade on Riverside Dr.
7 Run for Share 5k & 100 Yard Kid’s Dash @ Frontier Park
15 St. Charles Municipal Band & Big Band Spring Concert
@ The Foundry Art Centre

More information and events available
at discoverstcharles.com

