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6.5 Dir ide larger buildings into "modules" that
appear similar in scale to buildings seen

traditionalll'.
lf a larger buildrn-e is divided into multtple
"modules," they should be expressed rhroughout
the enure building. Forexample, a building divided
into modules should not have a single roofelemen(.
Rather they should appear as distinct burlding
eiements.

Thc nngle afll buildtng u dtttded uto smallet buldug modules thar
reflect traduonal buildtng rrdtlu- Upperfoors step bacLfau tlte from,
tlus nonntnng the traditional ovo-slr.ry scale of tlv strcet.

A parr of tlre obore contentporat t- fif ll bu durg it a parhng structure
$htclt $ set backfrom rcfront and sides oftle retail rtrup, The openngt
n tlte porhng secuott of the developnent also rrrlr:e 'r'radorr
papontons nmtlar to those *en hrstoncalls

Roofs
Typrcal roofshapes for hrstorlc buildings in the disrricr are

flat. as well as eable and mansard. Neu'construction should

:ncorporate roof shapes slmilar to those seen traditronally
in the area.

6.6 Usea roof form similar to that used historically.
a. lncorporale hrstonc features such as brackets,

comlces. parrpets, bar-eeboards and gable-end

shingJes. where appropriate.
b. Use materials simrlar to those used historicalll'.

Ivlost commercral burldings rn the dlstrict have t'lat

roofs wlth tarred on roll roofins
Marnrarn a srmrlar color. Cra;. blacl and brown
are typical ofmany hrstonc roofmatenals Consider
the nerehborhood context for color.

An exotic roof form is inappropriate.

Using down spouts and gutters that are in
character rlith those used historicallv is

encouraged.

At1e\onc rooffor, $ opprcFnate

tr. /

6.8
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6.9

Architectural Details
Archrtectural derarls pla.v sereral roles in defrnrng rhe
character of a burlding: they add \.rsual lnreres(. detlne
certatn buildtns st.vles and oflen shorvcase superior
cralismanshrp and architecturrl design. Features such as

wrndon hoods, braclets. columns. moldrngs and comrces
are all t;-prcally pan of hrstoric srructures. rnd these same
elements. in one $ar or another. should be rncorporrted
Into the desi3n of nerr constructlon.

Traditionll building styles are encouraged.
A neu design that draws upon rhe fundantental
srmrlaritres amon_e histonc buildings rs encouraged
This wrll allow rhem to be compatlble wrrh rheir
histonc nerghbors.

Consider reconsrrucring the burlding or srorefronr
desl-sn thal x as rn a lo(s locatron hisror:callr,.
The lrteral rmiratron of older hisronc srvles is
oermissible

6.10 Architectural features that provide risual
interest to pedestrians are encouraged.

a- Burlding ftcades without ornamentJtion rre
rnappropnare. Design for a new buildin_es should
incorporate tradittonal stylisrrc elemenrs (e.g..

cornices. pedrments. brackets, dormers. loined
chlmneys. wooden shutters. transom and side
lighrs ).

6.1I lVlaintain the alignment of horizontal elements
along the block.

a. Thrs alignment occurs because manv of rhe

buildings are similar in herghr.

b. Window sills, moldrngs. srorefronts and comlces
are amons lhose elements rhar should align

6.12 A new architectural detail should relate to
comparable historic elements in general size,
shape. scale and finish.

Nelr buildugs shoull rlure ro conparable hctoncstnaurcs n general
n:e shape. scale and fnrsh

Net bu dmgsulucltare sun ar h stole.tnd ovrallchaficrcr o u.,tc
tee h$toncall\ ore stro'rglt encouoged..

H$roFJc Dc'urro\\ D6 rarcr D€5tcN C urD€LFTs



Net Constructron

Materials
The materrrls used to construcr a nerv burlding should

appear srmrlar to those used hrstoncalll. B ncl rs the most

common nraterirl for historic burldrnss: houe|er. stone

and wood were also used.

6.13 l\laterials should appear similar in character to
those used historicalll ,

a. Use materials that are the same as those emploved

historically. SIone and bnck are preferred-

b. New materials may be consrdered. rf they appear

srmrlar in character to those used trcditronalll.
c. Neu' materials should have a demonstrated

durabiliry. For example. some facade materials

used rn new constructron are more susceptrble to
weather and simply do not last as long as stone or
bnck.

6.1.1 lVhen rvood is to be used in an exterior
application, it should be painted or stained.

a. Pressure-treated wood or a wood and polymer
composrte lhat are not parnted or starned do not
wlthstand rhe climate and should not be used.

Pressure-treated lumber should be left unparnted

for several rveeks to allow thorough drving.

6.15

a.

Matte finishes are encouraged for primary
materials.
Pohshed stone. for example, rs mappropnate as a

pnmary material.
When paintrng walls, use flat or egg-shell parnt

Semi-gloss and gloss palnts are rnappropriate for
most wall surfaces.

The use ofhigh-gloss paint on wood trim and gold
leaf for accent details are excep(lons. Hrgh-gloss
paint was also traditionally used for porch floors.

L'se huldtng naterrcls that ure ttnulur ttt dnrenton Io ttose teetr

Street Facades
When planning a nel burldrng, it should be designed ro fir
$ ith lts hrstonc conte\t. A new building rs asked to appeir
"historic" on broad lerels ol design. such rs nratenal
selectron. alignment and storefront details.

6.16 The front of a nerr building should appear
similar in character to that ofhistoric structures
in its immediate context.

a. A new dssion that draws upon the fundamentrl
srmilarities among hisronc buildings is encourrged.

Thrs 
"vrll 

allorv them to be seen as products of their
own rime yet be compatible u'l(h thelr historic
neighbors.

6.17 A new commercialstructure should incorporate
elements seen historically.

a. Incorporate a recessed entry, large er.panse of
storefront glass, omate comrce, midbelt cornice

and tall second-floor wrndorvs.

b. See rhe "Archrettural S4les" (page I7)fornrore
infonnanon regarding the nptcal Jeatures of a
s torefront,

corntce

u?Per 6tary
wndowo

mrdbelE

EranSorn

Agphy wtndow

recessed enlry

kuk?tale

--.__ _:1_ .--_-1--r_ ..---
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A ne+ butldtng tltoul(l mcorporate the rra&uonal tbrefro t ele,ne ts

such as those seen m rhrt sonplrfed or conremporan u erPretuttotl
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Doors and Entries
Front doors and primarl entrances are amon-s dre most
imponrnt elements of aar burldrng. The abrlrrr for the
pedestnans to easrlr more belrreen the street and therr
destinatrons s of utmost rmponance in the disrncl. Priman
doors and entrances on a ner! building should relate to
hrstonc structures rn terms of therr proponlon. detarhng,
matenals and location.

6.rE Clearl.v identifl the primar.r' entrance into the
building.

a. The primaq,entrance should be easrly idenrrfied
from the streer.

6.r9 The design of a doonrar or entn should relate
to those found historicall.v' on comparable
buildings.

\Vindos's
\\'tndorvS. alOn-g u'ith the elements thar surrOund rhem and
rherr relatronshrp to one another, are among the most
rmponanr character-definrng elements ofa structure. A ne*,
burldrng. \'hich needs ro yisually appear similar ro hlstodc
struclures. should tncorporrte such wrndorv srzes antl
locatron rnto the desl-sn.

6 )0 A *indol' should be similar in character to
those of historic buildings in the district.

a. A rvrndorv should ahgn wrrh others along a blocl
b. An upper stor_v window should have a rentcxl

emphasis.
c A w'rndorv should be srmrlar in size to those seen

hlstoncalh, in the drsrnct.

6.21 The ratio of solid-to-void should be similar to
that seen traditionrrlll on commercial storefront
buildings.

a. Firs( floors should typrcalll. be more rransparenr
than upper floors.

b. Upper floors should appear as sohd ualls urth
"holes" punched rn them. The.! are more solid than
firsr floors.

6.22 Install a storm windou on the interior of
windorvs on a front facade.

A \utdo\t should be tutr or n clwracter o those oJ h$tonc btrldrr.gl
tn ute otstftct

HtsToRrc Do\|\'rourJ Drsrrucr DEsrLr Gr CH{RLEs



All Projects

Chapter 7:

Guidelines for
All Projects

The desi-en guidelines Ihat follow appll'to all projects in
rhe Hrstonc Downto\rn Disrnct. These include cenatn site

improvements, alteratrons to existtng structures and new

construct:on. The Crty's Historrc Landnrarks Presen ation

and Architectural Revrew Board urll use the "Gurdeltnes

forAll Prolects" in formal reviews ofproposed changes to

any affected propenles.

CH{cLEs Hsroarc Do*lvro*'r.r Drsn:c'r DevcrGttoeLorrs



Design in the Public Right-of-lVay
Man! rnrponrnr feJrures e\lst wrlhtn rhe publrc righr-of-
uar thot contnbute to the sense ofchancter for rhe drstricl
Anrong these are rhe use of sideirrlLs and the rhrthm
eslablrshed bv er eniv spaced trees. street fumrture or lrsht
poles. Pared sidel'alls rre found throughout the drstnct.
These srdewalks define rvhere pedeshan rraffic ends and
vehrcular rrrfflc begrns Thrs is one ofrhe most importanl
characteristics of improrements rn the right-of-ua1, and
should be retained.

l\laintain the traditional street pattern of the
district,
Estabiished street layours should not be altered
Where the gnd rs esrabhshed. rt should be rerarned.

Nlaintain the alignment and eristence of
sidewalks.
SrdewalLs should be rnsralled that continue rhe

traditional sideq,rlL desr,gn. Use ofstone and bnck
is encouraged.

Presen e oriernal bnck and stone walks where the_v

exrst. and when ph.vsicrl condirrons permil.

Preserve trees, when physical conditions permit.
lvlarntarnrn-s the pattem of estabhshed rrees rs

encouraged.

Design ofstreet [urniture. such as benches and
trash containers, is appropriate when it reflects
the street's period of significance.

Color
The HLPARB * rll consider rhe selecrion ofcolors and how
color rs applied ln colorschemes. ln -eeneral, the HLpARB
seeLs (he use oIcolors thar replicare rhat used historicallv
Hos gr 91. rf applrcants q rsh. thev mav select color schemes
from the Vicronan Color Parnt Chan. already approved hy
the Board. For rhrs purpose. rhe HLpARB marnrains a chrn
of approled colors. Whrle color rn itself does not affect
rhe actual form of a burldrn-e, it can dramaticalJl' affecr rhe
percerved scale o[ a structure and rt can helo Io blend a
buildrn_g wrrh its conrer.t.

7.5 Using the historic color scheme of the building
is preferred.

a. An analrsrs should be conducted of the hrstoric
colors of an exrstrne butlding. Select a senes of
sampie test palches and scrape awav the la.\ ers of
painr u rrh a Lnrfe to rdenrify earll'colors lvlorsren
the sample to derermrne rts original saruK(ion.

b When hrstonc colors ate tobe used, provide accurate
evrdence of rheir histonc application.

7.6 Using the approved Victorian Color paint Chart
is required rrhen the original paint colors are
unknown.

a. The palerre rs avarlable ar rhe Ciry of St. Charles.
Depanmenr of Cltv Development. A lisr of theses
approved colors rs provrdedon rhe followrne paee.

7.7 Use colors to create acoordinated colorscheme
for the building.

a. The facade should "read" as a sinele composirion
through the use of complemenung colors. not
conrrasnng colors.

7.4 Use of a brsic, three ton€, color scheme is
preferred for Victorian era or stvle buildings.

a. Usrng one hshr-roned base color for the burlding is
pre ferred.

b. Use a medium-toned color for trim elemenrs.
c. Use a dcrk-toned color for window sash and door

elements rn order to make them vrsually recedc.
d. Orher combrnations may be considered.

7.9
a.

D

Base or background colors must be muted.
Use the natural colors of the buildrng marenals,
such as the buffcolor of ltmesrone, as the base for
developrng the overall color scheme.
See _eurdeline 6. l5 forgurdance on marerial lLnrshes.

7.1

1)

a.

Mun@tn re al\nmantonl L stcnte of stde\all5.
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AII ProJects

7.f0 Reserve the use of bright colors for accents onll'.
a. Bn,eht colors mal hrehlrght enlnes, omamentanon.

t m and delarls. as used hrsroncallr.

7.ll Use the following Victorian paint color
equivalency chart (which has been approved b"v

the HLPARB) n'hen choosing colors for a

buildine.

Sherrvin- Benjamin
Williams MooreVictorian Term

Bronze Creen

Buff
Lr-eht Dnb
Medrum Drab

DarL Drab
Fawn

Shutter Creen

Straw
Light Grav Stone

Medium Crr1" Stone

Dark Cray Stone

Lrght Slate

Medtum Slate

Dark Slate
Lrght Blue Stone

Drrk BIue Stone

Lrght Blue Green

Dark Blue Creen

Lrght Brownstone
lvledlum Brownstone
Dark Brownstone
Amber
Indian Red

Old Gold
Lrght Olive
Medrum Ohve
Dark OLve
Ohve Yellow
Reddrsh Brown
I erra Lolla
Colonral Revrval Blue

Colonial Rev rval Cray
Colonral Revrval Ivory
Colonral Revrval l'ellow

swl8.l6
swl35l
swt066
sw2058
swl076
sw:8t+
swt809
swlS ll
sw2 r 36

swl I l.l
swt l3s
sw2276
sw227.l
sw2279
swt8 r I

swl8l0
swlS l:
sw2l9l
swl r 85

swl | 83

swl189
sw28 r7
sw2302
sw2357
sw23l8
sw2t.22
sw2tt+
sw2363
sw280l
swl803
sw2863
swt832
sw2833
sw2830

HC.I8
l)lJ
1532

I)JJ
HC- l6
al\-- l ')J

1486

I+88
l189
l62l
1622
t623
699
714
HC-l l8
HC- 130

r03.1

r035

HC-68
r89
130?

1049

509
) lu
5il
259
HC-64
I2I8
HC-145
HC-r69
920
)93

Glidden

80-07
78-89
78-98
79-00
79-01
78-9.1

not avarlable

?8-91
79-06
79-08
79- 10

79-55
79-57
79-59
not avarlable

not available
not avarlable

not avarhble
78-+.1

/ 6-+O

78-48
73-03
/v-oo
72-79
74-61
/+-oJ
/+-or+

73-68
/v-b.]

77-48
79-39
'72-73

/ J-JJ

Devoe

2YO20A
2M58D
not avallable
not available
not a!'ailable
3U588
IUM4OA
2D58C
2M4OE
2M4OD
2D,l0C
2M38D
2D38C
2U388
not rvarlable
IU25B
I D35C
I U:98
2D44C
2D46C
I U47B
2U I48
IVR34A
zYOt tA
?D2.+C

not avarlable

1YO25A
2U2I B
IUM32A
lYO3lA
2M37D
2M39E
2H57G
2DI6C

Hrsr,,crr Do*rro*r' Drsrtrcr Destcl., GuueLD{Es



Alle.r's
Allel s are a prn of the tndrtion rn rhe Hrstonc Dou nrou n

Drstnct. Ther help to erpress rhe rrrangement of the roq.n
grid. proi rde for sen lce and parkrne areas arr av from the
street. and offer opportunrtres for access to apanmenrs and
busrnesses wrth rear enlrances.

7,12 IUaintain the svstem of alleys in the district.
a. Continue the use of alleys for ahemare business

entrances and for resrdentral uses.

b. An alie.'" should be kept free and clearofdebris. nor
only forappcarance. but also to ma.lie access easier.

c. Alleys are used by pedesrnans as well as vehrcles.
Desrgn rhem to accommodate both user groups.

Conttnuc rhe usc

dident@l uses

Alle,-s are used br pedestnans as *:ell as qhrcles
accomnodate both user Smups,

Site and Building Lighting
Tradrrronalll. e.rterror hghtin_e was used to illuminate
burlding entrances and srorefronrs. On commeriral
propenles, lr mr.\ har e also been used ro hi_ehhght burldin,
detrlls and siens. In general. li_ehtrn_e should help identrfl.
entrances and lnlprove safetv. lllumrnatrng srte features.
such as ualkuavs and courtvards, rs a reiatirelv new
occurrence rn Sr. Charles. Srte lighrrng should encourage
pedes(nan acti\ ir)' and safery.

Ltght emanatrne lrom wrrhrn a buildrne can also haue on
effect upon the character of the citv at nrght. For thrs reason.
the HLPARB * ill consrder rhe porenrral lighrin_e rnrpacrs
that large glass areai nra;- har e.

7.13 Us€ lighting for the follo*ing:
a. To accent archrtecrural detarts
b. To accent burlding entnes
c To accent srgns

d. To rllumrnrte srdervalks

7.11 Proride site lightingthat encourages pedestrian
actiyit]' at night,

a. Srte lrghtrng should be ar a pedesrrian scale and
help define different functronal areas of the
DroDenv

7.15 Site, building and streetscape lights should be
similar to those used historicalll..

a. A wrde r ariety ofhghr designs was seen hrstorically
The desr-en of a fixture should match an histonc
deslgn as closelv as possrble.

b The use of hsronc phorographs is encouraged
when researchrng appropriare li-shting designs.

c. Lrghrs rhat cast a warm color ione. similar to that
of daylight rs preferred.

of alleys Jor ohemorc busncss entnnces and for

Hrsroerc Do*xrou " Drsnrcr Drsrcr Cr
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AllProiec!s

7.16 Ilinimize the risual impacts of site and
urchitectural lighting,

a. Prerent -glare onto rdlocent propenres b_v using
shrelded and focused ireht sources rhat dlrect Irght

onro the ground The use of downlt-shts. wrth the

buJb fully enclosed u ithrn the shade, orstep lights
that direct hght only onto $,alkways. Ls strongl.v
encouraged.

b. Unshieided, hrgh intensrry hght sources and thcse
which direct lr-eht upuard are not appropnate.

c. Shreld lrghtrng rssocrated rvrth servrce areas,

parkrng lots and parkrng structures
d. Trmers or rciltltv su rtches ma-\' be requred to

prevent unnecessarv sources oflighl by controllrng
the length of trme that exterror hghts are rn use late

at nrght.

e Avord piacrng lights rn htrehly visrble locatlons,
such as on the upper walls of burldrngs.

f. Avord dupJrcatin_e fixtures. For example. do not
use two firtures thrt llght the same area.

Unsluelded htgh rntenstn
uptt ard are nor appropnate

illechanical Equipment & Service Utilities
i\lechanical equipment, service utilrties and sen rce areas

ril hrr e become neL'essarr rn hrstoric commercrcl drstrrcri.
Such equrpment, hower er. often detracts from the vrsual

enjovment of the archrtecture of the disrrict It rs the duty
of propeny and business owners rlrle to minimize the
r rsual rmpacts ofsuch equipmenl. utrlrtres ard sen ice areas

* hrle still marntarnrng heakh and safetl' standards,

7,17 Nlinimize the visual impact of mechanical
equipment.

r. Screen equipment tiom vres

b lvlechanrcrl equrpmenr shalJ not be located on the
pnmarv facade. On other srdes of the burJdrng, all
efforts shall be made to locate mechanrcal
equlpment at -sround level and screened.

c Use Jow-profrle mechanrcal unlts on rooftops that
are not \lsrble from publrc wa1's.

d. Rooftop heatins, rentilation ond arr condrtronrnq
unrts are allowed $'hen thev are not vrsrble to the
publc fiom street level.

7.18 I\Iinimize the visual impacts of utilit.r
connections and seryice boxes.

7,19 Locate standpipes and otherservice equipment
such that they will not damage historic facade
materials,

a. Cu(trng channels rnto hrstonc facade materials

damages rhe burldrng and is inappropriate.
b. Avoid locaring such equipmenr on the front facade.

Itght sourLes a\d lote ltat dtea! lryhl

Do nor locute necharucal equprnent on the bwldug's facade

CH{RLE; Hrsroxrc Do*r'rr<-rwr Dsrrucr Dcsrcr CrrroeLolEs



Au'nings and Canopies
7.20 }linjnrize the r isual impact oftrash storage and Hrsroricalll'. arr'nin_gs and canopres hare been a pan of

serrice areas. man.r, COntmercral distrrcE. HOwever, wrth the frequent'use
a. Screen duntpsters fronr rreu. o f balcon ies and ealleries. arvnin-gs and canopres har e bee
b. Locate senice areas aw'ar from ma.;or pedestrtan used less frequentlv. Awnlnqs and canopres can become

roures, ryplcall) in rhe rear. an rntegral pan of ihe dtslnct.

,lrrdthe L'lollrc thould ttnonnd udunptteron oll srdes-Thu utcluler
tht use of doort or ar lcutt one stdt,

Mitrolt:. the \$uol rmpact o! trash stomgc anl tc^.lca areas. Dumptert
shonld be screened fmnr rrc.".

7.21 Horizontal.Iixed canopies:rre permitted * here
historic eridence demonstrates that s canopl.
existed during the building's period of
significance.

a. Appropnare supponrng mechanisms are rvall-
mounted brackets. chalns and posts

7.22 Operable fabric awnings are historicnll]
appropriate for commercial storefronts.

a. Use colors rhar are compartble rvith the overall
color scheme of the facade. Sohd colors or srmple.
mured stnped pa(rerns are appropriate.

b. S imple shed shapes are a,ppropriate for recraneu lar
openings.

c. Odd shapes. bull-nose awnrnss and bubble awnrnss
are inappropnate

7.X3 Internal illumination of awnings is
inappropriate.

7.21 Illount a$nings and canopies to accentuate
character-defining features.

a. They should be mounted to highlighr moldings
that may be found above ahe storefro .

b. Therr mountlng should not damage signrficanr
features and historic details.

Hrsro*rc Dr r\r vrou r DETrlcr DE5rc\ CrtDtLAfj CHTRLES



All Protec(s

Fuhnc ulrnrnts nrrt\ be hrstoncall\ dppropriu,e for cotrurtercrul

Mount avrngs arrd canoprcs lo accentuale claracter'defntng leatures
For evitp[4. n@unt a$nmgt \\tth t n uldo* ope,trr.es. ttot o\'er ul

Parking Facilities
Nerv parlrne facrlttres should be designed to be attractive,
compatrble addrrrons to St. Chrrles. Usrng hrgh qualiiy
materials, pror rdrng a sense oiscale in archrtectural derails.
purtin,s some of the parkrng underground. pro\ rding ectt ve

uses at the sidewalk and street edge, and landscaping the

slte are some methods lhat contnbute to comDatrbllitv.

7.25 Provide parking on a site, or rrithin a project,
pursuant to Sections I56,038 and 156,1l5 et seq,

of the Code of Ordinances of the Citv of St.
Charles.

7.26 lVhere a parking lot shares a site uith a building.
place the parking at the rear ofthe site or beside
the building.

a In this rvar,. the archltectural contrnurty of the

street can be preserved.

b. Thrs also acknowledges the spectal functron of
comerpropenles as they are generally more visrble
than interjor lors, serve as landmarks and provrde

a sense of enclosure to an intersection.

c Sire a parking lot so it wrll minimrze scps rn the

con(lnuous burldrng wall of a block.
d. A parking lot located behrnd aburldine and accessed

from an alley ls the preferred configuratron.

Iocate a parhngfoc r , pamcu[arlr sufoce porkng lolt, at the ntenor
of a block thenever posvble.

CH{RLE; Hrsrotuc Do{ftroqr{ DrsrRrcr DEsrcr Ct'IDELIIGS



7.27 lVhere a parking lot abuts a public siderralk.
pror ide a buffer that conlinues the alignment of
building fronts at the sidenalk edge.

a This mar be r landscaped strrp or planrer.

b. Consrder the planrrnu of shrubs. vrnes and small
lrees of at least four feet in herght. which can atd in
lhe crrculatron of pedesrrians and vehrcies bi,
demarcatrn-s boundaries and aisles and drawrng
attentlon to desired openings and parhs for
pedestrirns.

c Also consider the use of fences and walis as scree ns

fortheedges of lots. Materials selected forbarriers
should be complementrrv to the character and

materials of nearby hisronc burldings.

7,28 Design a parking structure so that it creates a
visuall.v attractive and active pedestrian
enr ironntent.

a. A parking srucrurc in the Historic Downtown
Dlsrrict should be wrapped to shield the facihty
from the s{reet and to malie the entirc bullding
visually pleasrng.

b. Methods ofaccomplishing rhis include, but are nor
limited to:
- retaiVcommercial wrap
- murals or public an
- producr display cases
- landscaping

7,29 An above-ground parking structure should be
designed to be compatible x'ith traditional
buildings in the surrounding area.

a. Respect the regular wlndow pattern and other
archrtecrurrl elements of adiacent historic bui ldines.

Destgn a po*tng srntcture so that n creazs a wsually ortrucnye and
odtte pedettaat cnrronmenl

The conrcrt for the porktng strtrcure tt l:lio- to four.src.r hqcl,
comnercnl burldtngs

Convder the u:e ojlentes a d xqlls as scftensfor rhe edges of tots
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Chapter 8:

Guidelines
for Signs

The desrgn surdelrnes that follow should be used rn

conjUnctlon with the Crty's st-en regulattons found tn the

Code of Ordrnances of the Crty of St. Charles, Chapter

157. ln cases where srandrrds "r'ithin the Code of
Ordrnances and these gurdelines are tn conflicl, the nrore

restrlctive should apply. The desrgn of all permrnent

commercial srgns should be approved by the HLPARB. In

addition to the other provtstons ofChapter l5 7. the official
definrtions of sign rypes and related matenal presented in

lhe ordinance, as well as the methods of calcuLattng st-en

measurements presented, should appll,

The Code of Ordrnances defines a stgn as; "Etery devtce'

lerter. word. number, frgure. mark. desrgn. picture.
rrademark or readlnq matter, which rs used or lntended lo

be used to atrract attentron orconve-v informarion, and every

announcement, declaratron, demonstration, dtsplay,

illustration, insrgnra, flag. banner, pennant, streamet or

other device used to adverttse or promote the lnteres( of
any person, business or commercial enterpnse. when anv

o[ the rbove are placed so that they rre clearly vtstble to

rhe general public from an out-of-doors posinon."
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Sign Context

A sr*en t1'picelll sene5 t\\o functions: to attract anentlon.
and to conrel inlomration. li rhe building fronr ls \ell
designed, rt alone can ser\ e (he auention-_serting funcrion.
allorvrng the sign to be focused on conveyrng rnformarion
rn a well concer\ed manner. Aii neu,signs should be
developed *ith the orerall contexr of rhe burldrng and of
the district ln mrnd.

8,1 Consider the building front as part ofan overall
sign program.

a. Coordinate the overall facade compositron.
rncludrng omamenral detarls and siens.

b. Signs also should be in proponron ro rhe building.
such rhat thel do not dominare the appearance.

c. Develop a master stgn plan for the enrire building
front. and use it to guide rndividual srgn dest-en

dectstons.

ne ot erull facade composnon, utclwiug onumenmldaark ond srgns,

should be coordnarcd Signs ulso should he u p'oJlonton to kh ldng,
such rlmr tet lo nor dontnak the appcatance-

8.2 A sign should be subordinate to the ol'eiall
building composition,
A srgn should appear to be in scale wirh rhe facade.
Locate a sr,gn on a buildrng such that it r,,rll
emphasize deslen elemenrs of the facade rrself. In
no case should a sign obscure archrtectunl de(alls
or features.

Mount signs to fit wrthln extsting archttectural
features. Use srgns to help reinforce the horizontal
Irnes of moidrn_es and transoms seen alon-q the
stree(.

A sign should be in character *ith the material.
color and detail of th€ building,
Letter stvles and 

-graphic desrgns used hisroricallr.
are mos( apPropnate.

lf lener stvles are to be used that were not seen in
the district hrstoncally, rhey should have senfs.

a.

b

8.3

b.

lnappropnap A ngn should be subonluttte o rhe oterull bwldng
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S rsns

8.J

Permitted Sign Types

b.

Each building is permitted a marirnum total
area ofsignage lfrom all signs: lall. projecting
and rvindow) of one square foot per each lineal
foot of frontage of the building.
For burldrn-es on street corners. the a\erage
frontages shal) be computed to determrne the

srgnr-ee allorment under thrs formula.

One addrtronal stgn ts permitted on the re,rr ofeach

burldrng with a moxlmum size of 507c of that

rllowed on the front.

Flush-mounted wall signs may' be considered.
A flush-mounted wallsien is one that is mounted

flat to the wall: rn most cases. a flush-mounled wall

sign on the burldrng front should be positronedjust

abor e the drsplay window. It shouid not be located

above second-fl oor windows.

When feasible, place a wall sign such that lt cllgns

wirh others in the block.
When plannrng a wall stgn. determine rfdecorattve

moldrngs exrst that could define a "srgn panel. ' If
so, locare flush-mounted srgns such that (hey fit
withrn panels formed by moldings or lransom

panels on the facade ln no case should a srgn

obscure srgnifi cant facade fertures.
ln addition to other wall, projecting and wtndow

srgnage allowed, each occupant serving food and

beverages is entttled to display one menu comprised

of a ma.rrmum size of -100 souare tnches.

c.

b.

d.

c.

Projecting signs ma.v be considered.
Each burldrng $'lthrn the drstrict rs allorved one

projectlng slsn per tenant Prolectrng slgns must
clear c sidewaik or walkway by at least e:ght feer.

A prolecting sign should be iocated nearthe buslness

entrance. Just above the door or to (he slde of lt
Note that otherapprovals mav be required to allorv

a sign to overhans rhe pubhc nghcof-way.

Free-standing or pole-mounted signs may be

considered on properties that front on Second
or Third Street.
See Sectiott 157.008(B) n the Code ofOrdmances
oJ the C4' of Sr. Clnrles for maumwn sign area

Each bu dtng wrhn the dtstnct u allowed one proJectirtt stgn Per
tenant. ProlccttnS ttgns must clear a ttdewalk or wallo.say be at least

erytu Jeet.

8.6
a.

8.7

8.5

Appropnare A fush-mowted tall stg,1 6 one lhat $ mouued far to

v xal[ n mos cases, alush-nouued val[ ngn slould be poswoned

lust ahote P dbp[at $utdox
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8.8 A nindow sign ma.r be considered. g.9
Each occupanr lirhrn the drstrrct is alloued a.
perntanent wrndort slgns wrth a ma.trmum sizc
equal to one-thlrd of the srze ofrhe panes ofglass
for the space which the renanr occuples b.
A wrndow srgn ffnv be parnred on or hung just
lnsloe a l)v lnoow.
A rvindow sign includes any sign locared on rhe (.

-elass or u ithin three feer of rhe glass.
A u'rndo, 'sr_sn shall be rncluded tn rhe calculatton
of rhe total amounr of buildrng si-enage pernrrrred. g.I0

a.

8.1I

A directorl sign ma1. be considered.
Where sereral businesses share a burldine.
coordinare the signs AIign ser.eral smaller sien-s.
or group rhem inro a single panel as a direcro-rv
Use srntilar fonns or backgrounds for the signs ro
tie them rosether tisuall.v and make them easier ro
read.

See Sectun I 57.008t B ) in thc Code of Ordtnancas
of thc Crn' rf St. Charler ln ,,,a:ir,,ru s,S,t o,oa-

Asnihg and canopv signs ma.r be considered.
The size of *hich shalj be calculared by rts acrual
area and shdl be included in the calcularion for
aoral allou able burlding srgna-ee.

An A-frame or sandwich-board sign ma1 be
considered.
Each occupant ts entltled to one A-frame or
sandwrch board sign wirh a maximum size of _10

inches rvide and -18 inches in heighr. per srde.

c-

b.

l-l'

a

Appftpaat.: A vindou, sign may be panaed on or lrl,ng lutt t\jid. o

/re srgns
APProp4ate: Whcn scvral bwincsses sharc a buldrng, coordtnae

Appropnate. At'nu|g and cunopt ttgns man be coandend
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Inappropriate Sign Types

8.ll Signs that are out of character l ith those seen

historic:rll,r' and rhat rlould alter the historic
chrracter of the street are inappropriate.

a. Anrmated stgns are prohtbrted

b. Anl,sign thar \ isually overpowers the butldrng or

obscures signrficant architectural features ts

tnapProPriate.

c. See Section 157,006.1 n the Code ofOrdrnances

of the O11 ol'St. Clrcrles foro rcr prolzibrted tgtts

Srgns that arc our of churorrer *uh tl:ose ften hrstontalh und thar

\\ould aher ltc hts@nc characrer of rhe sceel are fiaPPfttP4arc,

Sign IVlaterials

8.13 Sign materials should be compatible with that
of the building facade.

a. Painted rvood rnd metal are appropnate matenals

for srgns. Their use rs encoura-ged. Unfinrshed

materrals, includin,e unpalnted wood, are

drscouraged because they are out ofcharacter with

the hlstoric context.

b. Plastic is not permrtted, excepr for flush, adhesive

lettering.
c. Highll reflective materrals are inappropnrte.

8.14 Sign colors should be chosen from the approved
Victorian paint color equivalencl chart
(guideline 7,11, on page 55)'

Sign brackets and hardware should be

compatible with the building and installed in a
workmanJike manner.

8.15

ir
).;

!t

Patnted xood and neal are appmpnare marenals for stgns.
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Sign Content

8.16 S.vmbol and shape signs are encouraged,
a. Symbol srgns add rnlerest to the street. xre quickl-\

read rnd are renrembered benerthan * ritten q ords

8.17 Use colors for the sign that are compatible with
those of the building front.

a. Also limir the number of colors used on a sign. In
general, no more than three colors should be used.

8.18 Typefaces that are in keeping *ith those seen in
the area historicallr are encouraged.

a. Generally. these arc ttp€faces wrth senls
b. Avoid sign t) pes rhat appear loo conremporar\

8.19 Select letter styles and sizes rhtt will be
compatible riith the building front.

a- Avoid hard-ro-read or overly intncate tl peface

styles.
b. S rgns in the drstnct should be onented to pedesrrians

rather than automoblles. Sign lenering should be

sized accordinslv.

Appropreta. Srrrrrloi l3ns odrJ ',l.rtrcat tu llta utc{t ar( qurcLl\ )?al
und ure renenrbered better tlutt rrttten *onls

Sign Lighting

8.10 The light for a sign should be an indirect souice
a Lrght should be dirccted ar rhe sign from an e.terna

shrelded Iamp.
b. A uarm hght, simrlar ro daylighr, is appropnrte.
c. Ll-shi should nor shine drrectly in rhe e_ves of

pedestrians.

8.21 Internal illumination ofsigns is inappropriate,
a. Neon lighrs in any form. rncludin_e neon si_ens. rre

prohrbited.

,lppropaat.' Lght should be dire.ted qt the sign Jrom o e.\tenql.
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Glossarv
J

Alignment. The arrangement of ob.;ects along a

straight hne.

Appurtenances. An additional object added to a

builc{ing; tvpicallv rncludes vents, exhausts hoods,
air condrtionrng unlts, etc

Asplnlt Shinglcs. A tvpe of roofing matenal
composed ol la-'-ers of saturated felt, cloth or paF et
and coated h'lth a tar, or asphalt substance, and
granules,

Balcony. A platform projechng from the wall of
an upper storr, enclosed bv a railing or balushade,
with an entrance from the buildrng and supported
bv hrackets or columns or cantilevered out In Si.

Ciarles, thev lvere also called a "parade balconr'."
(See page 39 tbr an his toric photograph of a balconl'. )

Bnluster. A short, upright column or um-shaped
support of a rarLng.

Balustrade. A row of balusters and the rarling
connechng ihem. Used as a stalr ratl and also above
the cornice on the outside of a burlcLng.

B argeh o ard. A pro;ectrng board, often decorated,
that acts as trim to cover the ends of the structure
where a pitched roof overhangs a gable.

Board and. Baifen. Verhcal plank siding wrth

ioints covered by narrow wood strips.

Bracket. A supporting member for a pro;ectirg
elemen I or shelf, sometlmes rn the shape oi an
rnverted L and sometimes as a solicl Prece or a

Frrrnot ! Ir r |rr rc<

Buildtng. A resource created prmcipallv to shel-

ter any form of human activtFf, Such as a house.

Building Form. The overall shape of a structure
(e.g., most Federal-influenced structures are

rectangular rn form).

Building &Iass. The physical stze and bulk of a

structure.
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Building illotlulc. The appearance of a srngle
facade plarre, desprte being part of a l.rrger buildrng,
One large building can rncorporate several Lruilding
modules.

Builtling 5cnic. The size of a structure, as it
aPPears to the Pedestrian

Caning. Metal struts supporting leaded glass

Canopy. A roofed structure constructed of fabnc
or other material placed so as to extend ouhvard from
a buildrng, protiding a protective shreld ior doors,
windows and other openlngs, supported br.the
burldrng and supports extended to the ground
directlv under the canopri or cantilevered from the
building.

C I apb o nrd s. Narrow, horizontal, or.erlapping
wooden boards, usuallv thicker along the bottom
edge, that form the outer skin of the ra'alls of manr.
*ood-frame houses. The horizontal tines of the
overlaps generally are from four to six inches apart
in older houses

Column. A slender upnght structure, generalJr.
consrstrng of a cvlinclrical shaft, a base and a capital,
a pillar. lt rs usuallv a supporting or ornamental
member in a buiJdLng.

Composition Shingles. (See asphalt shingles.)

Corbelling. A series of projections, each stepped
out further than the one below it; most often found
on brrck walls and chrmnev stacks.

Cornice. The projection at ihe top of a wall The
top course or molding of a wall when it sen,es as a

crownilg member

Doorframe. The part of a door operung to whrch
a door is hrnged. A doorframe consists of two verti-
cal members called lnnrbs and a honzontal top mem-
ber caUed a hn tel.

Dormer. A wrndorr' set upright in a sloping roof.
The term is also used to refer to the roofed proiectron

in whrch thrs window is set.

Dorble-Hung Wintiozu. A window with trvo
sashes (the framerr.ork in which rvrnl1ow panes ;re
set), each movea[rle bv a means of cords and x,eights.

Eaac. The unLiersrde of a sloprng roof projecting
[te],on.1 the wall of a burl,,lirrg.

Eletation. A mechanrcallv accurate, "head-on"
drawing of a face of a burlding or object, rvithout anv
allowance for the eft'ect of the lar4,s of persoectir.e.
Ant, measurement on an elevation rvill be in a fixer.l
proportion, or scale, to the corresponding
measurement on the real building

Facnde. Front or pnncipal face of a building, anv
side of a buiLling that faces a sfreet or other open

Fnscia. A flat board wrth a vertical face that forms
the trun along the edge of a flat root, or along the
horizontal, or "eaves," sides of a pitched roof The
rat'n gutter is often mounted on it.

Fenestration. The arrangement and design oI
windows in a burldrng.

Floor Area Ratio, The relationship of the tot.1l
t'loor area ot a building to the land area of its srte, as
defined in a ratio in whlch the numerator is the floor
area, and the denominator is the site area.

Form. The overall shape of a structure (e.g., most
structures are rectangular in form).

Frame. A window component. (See wrndow
parts )

Gable. The portion, above eave ievel, of an end
wall of a buildint wlth a pitched roof- In the case of ,a

pttched roof this takes the form of a triangle The terrn
is also used somehmes to refer to the whole end wall.

Gallery. A rarsed (i.e., above the first level)
veranda or walkwav running along the facade of a

building. (See pages 12,39 and 50 for examples of a

gallerv.)

GIa:ing. Fitting glass into wurdows and doors.
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Hend. The top honzontal member over a rloor or
windorv opening.

Historic District. A srgnificant concentration of
sites, buildings, structures or ob.;ects unrted hrstori-
call.v or aestheticall.v bv plan or phvsical develop-
ment.

ln-Kind Replacement. To replace a feature of a

buildrng rn,ith matenals of the same chara.teristics,
such as matenal, lexture, colot etc

Kickplate.The honzon tal element or assembl.\'at
the base of a storefront, parallel !o a public walkwav
The krckplate provides a transltlon between the
ground and storefronl glazr.ng area.

Lnp Siding. (See clapboards )

Masonry. Construction materials such as stone,
brrck, concrete block or hle.

Molding. A decoratrve band or strrp of material
with a conslant profile or sechon designed to cast
rntereshng shadows. It is generally used in cornices
and as lnm around window and door openings.

NIuntin. A bar member supportrng and
separaiing panes of glass ur a wrndow or door.

Oriel Winr.lou,. A proiectng bav with wndows,
that emerges from the building at a point above
ground level lt rs oiten confused wrth a bav window
whrch ordinarilv begrns at ground level.

Parnpet. A low wall or rarJing often used around
a balcony or along the edge of a roof.

Pediment. A trrangular sechon framed bv a

honzontal molding on its base and two sloping
moldrngs on each of its srdes. Usually used as a

crowrung member for doors. wrndows and mantles

Period of Signt'tcance. Span of hme rn which a

prope{v attarned the signrficance.

Property, Area of land contarLrng a srngle hrstonc
resource or a grouD ol resources.

Posf. A piece of wood, metal. etc., usuallv long
ancl square or c_r'hndrical, set upright to support a

br.rilcling, sign, gate, etc.; pillar, pole.

Preseraation. The act or process of appiving
measures to sustain the existing form, integritl. and
materials of a builcling or structure, and the existing
form and vegelatrre cover of a site. It mat' include
Lnitial stabilizatron work, where necessan', as well as

ongoing maintenance ol lhe hrstorrc buiiding
materials

Protection. The act or process of applving
measures desrgned to affect the phvsical conchrion
of a propertv by defending or guarding it from
deterioration, Ioss or attack or to cover or shield the
propertv from danger of rnjurv In the case of
buildings and structures, such treatment is generallv
of a temporarv nature and anticrpates tttture historrc
preservation treatment; rn the case of archaeological
sites, the protective measure mav be temporarv or
permanent.

Reconstntction.The act or process of reproducing
by new conskuction the exact form and deta of a

vanished builcling, sfructure or obJect, or part thereof,
as rt appeared at a specrfic period of time.

Recessed Entry. A common component oi an
historic storefront. Drsplav wtndows, whrch
conlamed drv goods and olher rvares for sale, flanled
the recessed entry fustoncallv

Rehabilitation. The act or process of returning a

property to a state of utilitv through reparr or
alteration that makes possible an efficient
contemporarv use whrle preservlng those porhons
or features of the propertv which are slgnrficant to
its hrstorrcal, archltectural and cultural value

Renoxation. The act or process of returning a

propertv to a state of utility through reparr or
alteration that makes possrble a contemporary use.

Restoration. The act or process of accurately
recovering the form and details of a propertv and its
setting as it appeared at a partrcular period of trme
bv means of the removal of Iater work or by the
replacement of missrng earlier work.

Crr\ ,' ST CH\RLFe Hls-ioruc Do$'iroq'l Dlsarrcr DEsrcN GL'rDELFrEs



Roof, Tlre top coverng of a buildrrg (see sketches
on page 28).

5as/r. See windorr' parts.

Shnpe. The general outlne of a building or rts
facade.

Side Light. A usuallv long fixed sash located
beside a door or rvindow; often tbund in parrs.

Siddng. The narros' horizontal or vertical rvood
boards that form the outer face of the rsalls in a
tradrtronal wood-frame house. Horizonlal wood
srdrng is also relerred to as clapboards. The term
"srding" is also more looselv used to describe an-r.

material that can be applied to the outside walls of a
buildrng as a finish.

Sill. The lowest horizontal member in a frame or
opening for a wrndow or door. Also, the lowest
horizontal member in a framed wall or parhhon.

Si:e. The dimensions, in height and width, of a
building's face.

So[f;t. The undersrde of a structural part, as oi a

beam, arch, etc.

Stile. A vertical plece m a panel or frame, as oi a
door or window.

Stabili=ation. The fact or process of applving
measures desrgned to reestablish a weather-resistant
enclosure and the structural stabiiit_v of an unsafe or
deteriorated properw while maintainrng the essential
form as rt exrsts at pres€nt.

Store Front, The street level facade of a

commercial building, usually having dLsplav
w:.ndows.

Sreetscape. Generallv, the steebcape refers to the
character of the street. or how elements of the street
form a cohesive environment.

Tradittonal. Based on or estabhshed bv the his-
torv of the area.

Transotn Windott. A small r.r'indorr' or series of
p.rrres above a door, or.1bo\.e a casement or double.
hung u'indorr'

Visual Continuify. A sense of unitv or belonging
together that elements of the built environment
exhibrt because of simrlarities among them.

Windozu Parfs. The mor.rns units of a n,indow
are known as -,ia-sl.s and move rvithin the fixed frame.
The slts/r ma.r'consrst of one large panc olglass or mat'
be subdivided nto smaller panes br. thin members
called rrrrntin,c or ginrirrs bars-. Sometimes in
nineteenth-centurv houses, windows are arranged
sicle-bv-side and drvided bv heavv r.ertical n,ood
members cal.led rrrrrl/rorrs For a dragram of windorr'
parts, see page 37.
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